The following are some insights into our first grade year that will be helpful:

1. READING ~ This will be done daily. We will be doing many different kinds of reading throughout our day. We will read as a group at times, but I will also work independently with children.  Students will read one story out of their hard cover reading book each week. The story we read in class will come home for homework.  Please read this story at least two times when it comes home. Please to ask your child questions about the story to practice comprehension. I will be testing students on comprehension weekly.
2. SPELLING ~ Students will have a spelling test each week. Tests will be on Fridays. The first few tests will be practice and they will not be graded. When the practice tests are over, and the students feel comfortable with test taking, I will begin grading them. Students must remember to do their own work during a test.
3. MATH ~ This is done daily. Students will begin with a review of numbers and counting then addition, subtraction, time, money, measurement, double digit addition. 
4. SOCIAL STUDIES & SCIENCE ~ We will be doing social studies the first two card markings, and science the last two card markings.
5. RELIGION ~ This will be done daily, except for Wednesday, when we will attend Mass. Students will also be making their Reconciliation in first grade. You will receive more information later in the school year.
6. HOMEWORK ~ Expect your child to have homework in first grade. Reading and spelling should be done on a daily basis. Homework should take no longer than 20 minutes each day. Your child will have an assignment book. Each day they will write down their homework and bring it home. Homework will be posted on my website and emailed in my weekly newsletter.
7. GRADING PAPERS ~ Many stars, smiley faces, and stamps are given in the first few weeks for effort and encouragement. However, I become more selective as time goes on. Some of the more important papers and assessments will be graded using a number system. Please see the grading scale attached to the packet. If your child’s paper come home with a star your child has written on the paper please know we did this together. Students most likely worked on the paper independently or with a partner, then we corrected the paper together.
8. TAKE-HOME FOLDER ~ This will be used to send home all papers from myself or the school. Please check the folder daily and remove anything which does not need to come back to school. Your child’s assignment book will be in their take home folder too. I will provide your child with an assignment book.
9. DISCPLINE ~ By first grade your child should be able to sit and listen to a story, be polite and courteous to others, sit and complete work, and follow directions. I realize this is not easy for all children, and therefore, we will be working on reinforcing these skills a lot in the beginning of the school year. I will be in contact with parents if there is any issue with behavior. 
10. SNACKS ~ Healthy snacks are a must!! No candy, chips, cookies, fruit snacks, chocolate pudding, or snacks with a lot of sugar. Please see the attached information about snack. 
11. Water Bottles ~ Students may bring a water bottle to drink at snack time. Small reusable water bottles work the best. 
12. BIRTHDAYS ~ Birthdays are important to first graders! We are happy to share birthday treats. No drinks PLEASE. Summer birthdays will be celebrated towards the end of the year. If you plan on sending in a treat for your child, please send a note ahead of time so I can plan accordingly.
13. STAR STUDENT ~ Each week I will choose a star student. That student will have some questions to answer about themselves. They will be able to bring in a few items for show and tell. I will send home a note with instructions when your child is star student.
** If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to call the school or send me an email at ksuchota@stgermaine.org. 
Thank-You,

Mrs. Suchota 
